Telex from Cuba by Rachel Kushner
List of characters

United Fruit Company in Preston

Stites household
Malcolm, the husband, United Fruit manager
Evelyn, his wife

sons Kimball, nicknamed K.C. (one of the book’s narrators) and Delmore, nicknamed Del
Annie, cook
Henry Das, butler (he is half Jamaican and half Hindu)

Hilton Hardy, chauffer 

Allain family, Cajuns from Louisiana

Hatch, the husband, plantation boss
Flordelis,  his wife

9 children, including Tee-Tee, the oldest daughter, Curtis, Jr. and Clovis (nicknamed Chinaman)
Rudy, Hatch’s brother, mechanic
Marthize (Mars), Hatch’s wife

6 children

Pearly, Hatch and Rudy’s mother

Other characters in Preston:
Mr. and Mrs. LaDue and Poncho, their pet monkey

Deke and Dolly Haviland
Mr. Flamm, paymaster

Mr. Bloussé, Frenchman who contracts Haitian workers for the cane fields, his wife, a Haitian, and their three daughters
Rev. Crim, brought to Preston by Malcolm Stites to run United Fruit’s agricultural school

Nicaro Nickel Mine

Lederer household
George, the husband (formerly worked at Oak Ridge Laboratory)

Marjorie, his wife

daughters Everly, Stevie and Duffy

Willy, the houseboy, formerly Mr. Bloussé’s “boy”
Flozilla, the cook

Tip and Blythe Carrington, and their twin daughters Val and Pamela

Hubert Mackey, general manager of Nicaro mine
Charmaine, his wife

son Phillip (same age as Del Stites)
Billings family (Mr. Billlings is in charge of security at the mine)
Lito Gonzalez, Cuban millionaire, an investor in the Nicaro mine

Other Characters:
Don Ángel Castro, plantation owner

his sons Fidel and Raúl, rebels fighting in the mountains

Government of Cuba

President Prio, forced out of office by a coup led by Fulgencio Batista

Rachel K, dancer in a club

Her grandfather, whom Rachel claims was French, went to Cuba at the turn of the century to work on the Dumois plantation. He married Irene. They both died of syphilis, leaving an orphaned daughter, Rachel’s mother.

Christian de La Mazière, French citizen of aristocratic ancestry who betrayed his country by joining the German army in WWII. He supplies arms to various warring parties.
Clavelito, Cuban psychic and faith healer

