
Voorheesville Public Library 
51 School Road 
Voorheesville, NY  12186 

518-765-2791 

www.voorheesvillelibrary.org 

September 2009 (compiled by Macaire Hill) 

The Library Recommends 

 
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

March by Geraldine Brooks 

 

The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum 

 Wicked by Gregory Maguire 

 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë 

 Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys 

 

The Odyssey by Homer 

 The Penelopiad by Margaret Atwood 

 

Moby Dick by Herman Melville 

 Ahab’s Wife by Sena Jeter Naslund 

 

Beowulf (Author Unknown) 

 Grendel by John Gardner 

THE OTHER SIDE 
 OF THE STORY 

Find more great recommendations in 
The Library Recommends series of  
brochures: 

 
• British Mystery 
• A Cozy Mystery Now and Then 
• International Mysteries 
• Literary Fiction Authors 
• Private Eye Fiction 
• Science Fiction and Beyond 
• The Thriller 
• The Ties That Bind 
• True Romance 
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I t has often been said that there are 
no new plots, just old stories told 
in new ways. Modern authors 
turn to classics, just as those 

authors turned to ancient Greece and 
Rome for inspiration. More recently, 
both writers and filmmakers in the Far 
East have interpreted Western classics 
through the prism of their own 
cultures. The universal themes of love, 
lust, death, betrayal and obsession lend 
themselves to endless variations. Some 
of these are strict retellings in a new 
time or setting, while others are gentle 
spoofs of influential texts. Revisit some 
old favorites and then see how they’ve 
been updated; you’ll find that 
everything old is new again when a 
story is told with a fresh voice. 

Emma by Jane Austen 

 Clueless (DVD) 

 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen  

 Bridget Jones’s Diary by Helen Fielding 

 The Rules of Gentility by Janet Mullany 

 Bride and Prejudice (DVD) 

 

Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen 

 Nice to Come Home To 
  by Rebecca Flowers 

 I Have Found It (DVD) 

 

Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier 

 Daphne by Justine Picardie 

 

Howards End by E.M. Forster 

 On Beauty by Zadie Smith 

 

The Iliad by Homer 

 The Songs of the Kings by Barry Unsworth 

 Helen of Troy by Margaret George 

 

The Odyssey by Homer 

 O Brother, Where Art Thou? (DVD) 

 

Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand 

 The Food of Love by Anthony Capella 

 Roxanne (DVD) 

 

Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

 The Story of Edgar Sawtelle 
  by David Wroblewski 
 

King Lear by William Shakespeare 

 A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley 

 Ran (DVD) 

 

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

 Julie and Romeo by Jeanne Ray 

 West Side Story (DVD) 

OLD  TALES  RETOLD 


