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Rich Mahady

Sox and the City by Richard Roeper
The title might make you think “Red Sox”, but the book is actually about The Chicago White Sox and the year they almost won the pennant. It was one of the closest races in baseball history. I have a few things in common with the author. While he is the movie critic for the Chicago Sun Times and watches the White Sox, in 1984 I was watching the Glens Falls White Sox and writing TV and movie reviews. Baseball and movie fans will enjoy this one.

Starter for Ten by David Nicholls
My life has a lot of parallels to that of the protagonist of this novel. He’s about to accomplish something he’s always wanted, to appear on the British TV quiz show University Challenge (like College Bowl). He falls in love with an English girl and has strange accidents. In high school I was on a quiz show, Answers Please, and I spent time in England, so the cultural references were familiar to me. The book was made into a movie, popular in England but not shown in many places in the U.S.

Lynn Ashley

The Escher Twist by Jane Langton
Jane Langton’s mystery series features Homer Kelly and his wife Mary and takes place around Boston and Cambridge. The author illustrates many of them with lovely pen and ink drawings. The Escher Twist is typical of her style. Each chapter starts with a quote from an author connected with the subject of the novel. In this one, there are quotes by the artist M.C. Escher. The solution to the mystery, not the crime itself, is what is intriguing. In this one two people meet at a show of Escher prints in a Harvard art museum. A Mobius strip turns out to be the key to the prints and to the story.

Pam Bolton-Engelhart

Bird of Another Heaven 
by James Houston
I read this book in the midst of house remodeling! It’s historical fiction, about the last king of Hawai'i, David Kalakaua. I looked up reviews of the book, because I wanted to know how much of it is factual. The author found out one interesting fact that gave him the idea for the novel. He combined factual information, supposition and his imagination. The story is told alternately by Dan Brodie, a radio host, and his great-grandmother, confidante of the king. I learned a lot of fascinating information about such things as 
Edison’s wax cylinder, San Francisco’s Palace Hotel and the economic causes of the fall of Kalakaua’s dynasty.

Carol Ipsen

Sleeping Arrangements 
by Laura Shaine Cunningham
I thoroughly enjoyed this story of a young girl growing up in the Bronx. Lily grew up without a father, and when her mother becomes ill and is hospitalized, her quirky uncles, and later her grandmother, move into the apartment to take care of her. The unconventional living arrangement is criticized by some outsiders; the school sends a social worker to the home. Lily flourishes in this caring and loving home. She has a warm and indomitable spirit and tells the story with humor despite the sad situation. I felt uplifted reading this story about people with the courage to face life’s stresses with creativity and a sense of humor.

Nancy Halpert

How Doctors Think 
by Jerome Groopman
The author is on the staff at Harvard Medical School and Beth Israel Hospital and writes for the New Yorker.  I heard him interviewed on radio and TV and was intrigued by his premise. When you visit your doctor, you typically wait an hour and then get ten minutes with the physician. Groopman talks about how doctors diagnose a patient in 18 seconds and the mistakes they make because they don’t wait to hear out the patient. Much of what he says is not reassuring. He talks about his own experiences as a patient, how when he consulted several hand surgeons after an injury he received different diagnoses and treatments from almost all of them. His message is that as a patient you have to be aware and be an advocate for yourself.

Gertrude Zuckerman

Rise and Shine by Anna Quindlen
Meghan and Bridget are two sisters living in Manhattan. Bridget, the younger one, is a social worker. When Meghan, host of a popular TV show, blurts out an expletive about a guest, thinking she is off the air, their lives are thrown into turmoil. There is sophisticated humor, dark drama, romance and an unexpected pregnancy in the book. But it’s not a soap opera. The characters ring true and the events are realistically portrayed. If you have ever lived in Manhattan, or never lived in Manhattan, or wondered what it’s like to live in Manhattan, you will find this book entertaining and engrossing.

Kellie Manss

Founding Mothers by Cokie Roberts
Roberts profiles several women, among them Martha Washington and Abigail Adams, who lived in Colonial times. To research the book she read their journals and correspondence with women friends. Among their concerns were running a home, raising children and politics. They discuss women’s rights, especially the right to an education. Some of the letters are quite gossipy, which makes for an entertaining book. Martha Washington was the most fascinating to me. She rallied the women to sew clothing for the soldiers, and she had to keep her home running while traveling with her husband to military camps. She was an amazing role model and very brave.

Anita Patka

A Canticle for Leibowitz 
by Walter M. Miller
Miller wrote this novel in the 1950’s, during the Cold War when a nuclear holocaust was a threat. The story takes place in a monastery in the Utah desert. It takes place after a holocaust has destroyed everything, and the survivors must start anew. In this new society, only illiteracy will be tolerated, and people who have knowledge are eliminated. The monastery is a refuge for those who have memory and know how to read and write. One of the monks discovers a manuscript left behind by Leibowitz, an engineer. From this piece of writing they reinvent an entire civilization. Leibowitz is made the patron saint of this new society.

Diane Connolly

Hudson Valley Faces and Places 
by Patricia E. Clyne
Clyne has included vignettes about famous and infamous individuals who lived in the Hudson Valley in this travel book. Those included range from Zadok Pratt, who founded Prattsville, to Emily Price Post and Charles Bouck White, the potter and architect of the Helderberg Castle. I found out interesting facts, such as the mining of iron ore in the Hudson Valley before the discovery of the Mesabi Range in the Midwest. Although I found the writing style a bit tedious, it was a quick read and I enjoyed learning about some of the people who lived in this area.

Sarah Corcione

Thirteen Moons by Charles Frazier
Orphaned Will Cooper is befriended and taken in by Bear, a Cherokee chief, and his people. Early on, Will falls in love with the elusive and fascinating Claire, and he meets his enemy Featherstone through his association with her. His devotion to the Cherokees, to the wilderness and to Claire shapes his life. He makes and loses fortunes and travels to Washington to advocate for Indian rights. The book is set in the frontier mountains of the south in the 1800’s. Frazier is a great storyteller; it’s as if you are sitting by a fire listening to an old man tell about his life.  The descriptions of the landscape made me feel as if I were in the mountains with him. 

Suzanne Fisher

The Camel Bookmobile
by Masha Hamilton
A young librarian travels to Kenya from the U.S. as a volunteer to staff the camel bookmobile and deliver books to the semi-nomadic villagers. Predictably, she is changed by the people she meets, and she changes them. One of the themes is the loss of old ways. Hamilton was inspired to write the novel after her daughter read her a book about the camel-based traveling libraries. She now heads a movement to send books and money for libraries to African countries. You can read about the project on her web site, www.mashahamilton.com.

